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Steel and aluminum 
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Mitchell Park East & West  

Neighborhoods 

   13th Street east of Hardy Drive 

 
Artist Website:  

www.HoweStreetStudio.com 
 

 

 

 

Description: The Arizona desert is uniquely beautiful. There are grand mountains, pine forests, 

grasslands and open expanses of desert. After the spring rains, the desert - once dirt and rocks - 

becomes covered in a carpet of grasses and flowers. Eventually the earth becomes dry and the grass 

and flowers wither and go to seed. The desert is left a vast field of amber grass. Take Flight 
captures the moment when the grasses turn golden and the birds call the grass home. It imitates a 

field off grass blowing in the breeze with a flock of birds ready for takeoff. The 55 sculptures 

occupying the two medians on 13
th

 Street are an abstract flock of birds. Each aluminum bird 

measures about 18” wide, and is mounted to a steel pole ranging from 6’-15’ tall. The birds have 

bearings so that when the wind blows they all turn and fly in the same direction. 

 

Artist biography: The spectacular beauty of nature and emotional experiences directly inspire 

Martinez’s artwork. She empathizes with nature, which motivates her to contemplate her feelings 

about her life’s greatest gifts and challenges. Martinez draws from her studies of the Sonoran 

Desert, poisonous plants, medicinal plants, plant biology and reproduction, weather, and weather 

related phenomena, and many other natural wonders. She utilizes natural materials, movements, 

and phenomena that are often overlooked, creating works that focus upon basic beauty and the 

oddity of simplicity. Martinez has exhibited her work in museums and galleries across the U.S., 

including the Phoenix Art Museum, and completed numerous public art commissions in the 

Phoenix Metro Area. 

 

Funding: This project was funded through the City of Tempe Maryanne Corder Neighborhood 

Grant Program.  
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